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Interested in Running for the Board of Directors?
Deadline to Submit Statement of Interest is March 15
By the High Desert Nominating Committee: Tammi Dorsey, Chair, 
Harry Jones, Susan Camp, Mark Soo Hoo, Millie Yamada.

The High Desert Nominating Committee invites you to submit 
your Statement of Interest by Friday, March 15, to be considered 
for one of three open positions on the Board of Directors. 

High Desert is known as one of the nicest places to live in Al-
buquerque and, indeed, the most wonderful place many of us have 
ever lived. For the past 20 years High Desert residents have been 
volunteering to help maintain our community’s vision and beauty, 
and perhaps you are ready to contribute to that legacy. 

If you have skills and experience that would make this great 
community even better, if you see something that you would like 
to fix, if you think we could forge a more perfect union, and if 
you want to know your neighbors and neighborhood better, now 
is your chance! 

Submit your name for one of the upcoming three open posi-
tions for a two-year term on our Board of Directors. Experienced 
board directors – who are motivated by a desire to be involved, to 
help our community and to become more strongly bonded with its 
members– report a deep sense of satisfaction from their work on 
the board. 

Board President George Marsh finds meeting with various 
homeowners on issues that impact everyday life and working to 
amicably resolve problems that otherwise might have become 
sources of contention and conflict as comprising some of his most 
rewarding years. 

For example, he and another board member met with a new 
homeowner to discuss the homeowner’s concerns regarding the 
construction of his home. The meeting was beneficial for all and 
resulted in a better understanding of the issues causing the prob-
lem. In a second example, George and other board members met 
with a group of homeowners to answer questions regarding land-
scaping in their gated community and arrived at a mutually accept-
able resolution. 

Not sure what is required of a board member? There are plenty 
of past and present experienced board members who can advise 
you. Call the HOAMCO office to be put in touch with a director. 

If this vision ignites your desire to know and improve your com-
munity, please submit your Statement of Interest (SOI) by March 
15. If you have any questions, email Tammi Dorsey, Nominat-
ing Committee Chair, at tammidorsey@outlook.com. Contact her 
when you submit your SOI so she will know to expect it. 

The SOI template can be accessed and completed online on the 
High Desert website at www.highdesertliving.net. Click the State-

ment of Interest link and complete the relevant fields on the SOI. 
Submit the form electronically by clicking “Send Your Request 
Now.” 

Once you submit an SOI, the Nominating Committee will reach 
out to schedule an informational meeting with you sometime dur-
ing the last week of March or the first week of April. 

                                     Meet & Greet
The Nominating Committee will also organize a “Meet and 

Greet” with Voting Members and other residents in April where 
board candidates will have an opportunity to share their motiva-
tions for becoming a board member. The process will conclude 
with the election by the Voting Members on Thursday, April 25, at 
their Annual Meeting. 

                                    Qualifications
There are four qualifications listed for nominees in the High 

Wildlife in High Desert

It’s easy to forget that people are the “newcomers” to High 
Desert and that wildlife roamed our neighborhoods long be-
fore homeowners moved in. Mark Soo Hoo, Mountain High-
lands, captured this remarkable photo of a bear outside his 
garage recently. For a different take on our fellow neighbors, 
go to page 7 for an article by Ilene Hartfield-Starr, Chaco 
Ridge.

(Continued on Page 13)
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President’s Summary By George Marsh, HDROA President

George Marsh

Now that we’ve reached the end of the 
year and are moving into 2024, it might be 
appropriate to review our accomplishments 
for the past year, along with some challeng-
es that we might face in the new year.

Our major accomplishments are in two 
categories: master projects which cover the 
entire homeowners association, and accom-
plishments for specific gated villages. Some 
of the projects have been completed and 

others are on-going.

                              Master Account Projects
Our community manager has confirmed with the city of Albu-

querque which entity has responsibility for which sidewalks in the 
High Desert area. She has walked all the sidewalks and reported 
significant issues to the city of Albuquerque for further action. Ad-
ditionally, she has identified those sidewalks that are the respon-
sibility of the association or the particular village. This project is 
complete. Anyone having further questions as to their responsibili-
ties for sidewalk repairs should contact Brandy at the office.

• The Legacy tree company has completed an evaluation of the 
piñon trees within High Desert. The removal of dead trees 
and diseased trees began in late January.

• The Board of Directors contracted with a company Pland Col-
laborative to complete an inventory of our stucco assets with-
in the community and an assessment of their condition. We 
are expecting the results of that study within the next month. 
The study will be the basis for our long-range plan for stucco 
repairs in the coming years.

• Over this last year, we completed the stucco repairs to the 
western perimeter wall of Sunset Ridge along Cortaderia.

• The most recent stucco project, which is still ongoing, is repair of 
the northern perimeter wall along Spain from Imperata to High 
Desert Road. The weather has created some delays on this project.

• We completed stucco finish to the Enclave perimeter walls 
along Imperata.

• At the recommendation of our CPA, The Board of Directors 
adjusted off a number of wall deposits that had been paid to 
High Desert Maintenance during the 2021-22 fiscal year. The 
amount of the write-off was $360,000.

• After a thorough evaluation, the board decided to change our 
auditor to a new company, Butler Hanson, a large Arizona-
based CPA firm that has extensive experience doing audits of 
homeowner associations.

• The board contracted with a new company, Advanced Reserve 
Solutions, to do an in-depth study of our infrastructure and 
make recommendations for future reserve fund expenditures. 
Their study will include stucco walls projections, which have 
not been included in the past reserve studies. The study in-
cludes all of our gated villages.

• Reactivation of the High Desert Welcome Committee and its 
first newcomers reception in October was a great success. 

• As part of the Water Authority rebate program, we replaced 
300 sprinklers, added 19 flow sensors and eight smart com-
munication devices to the controllers. 

• The management company worked very closely with the Doc-
uments Review Committee in developing two new bylaws.

• The board approved an amendment to the management con-

tract with HOAMCO, extending the contract through June 
30, 2025. This extension will keep the management fee the 
same as it has been over the last several years. An additional 
provision was to allow Brandy Hetherington to remain as 
community manager for the duration of the contract.

                      Gated Villages Updates, 2023
• Complete audit of all village gate entry systems.
• New security cameras for Canyons, Trillium and Desert Moun-

tain, with on-site recording backup and mobile viewing.
• Several maintenance projects were completed at the Canyons 

gatehouse and entrance gates.
• The speed bump installation was completed at various loca-

tions in Desert Mountain.
• The Desert Mountain Pool bathrooms were repaired with new 

paint and floor coatings.
• The entry system at Enclave was upgraded.
• Stucco work was completed to an interior Trillium wall.
• Trees were trimmed at Trillium Park and two dead trees were 

removed and replaced.
• There are certainly many more projects that we could talk 

about. Some of them were small, but very important to many 
people in the community. For example, replacing solar light-
ing at the monuments, removing bees from walls and replac-
ing pet station waste cans are some of the many small proj-
ects that were accomplished through the year.

                          2024 High Desert Milestones
• The Board of Directors is currently working on formulating 

the 2024-2025 budget. It is our expectation that there will 
be an increase in assessments this coming budget year. The 
previous budget year assessments were increased by 4.62 
percent or three dollars per month.

• There will be an Annual Meeting of the Voting Members on 
April 25 to elect three new board members whose terms ex-
pire in April. Please consider submitting a statement of inter-
est for these positions as they are critical to the future success 
of our community. We do need you!

• Probably the most significant program that we will be work-
ing on this year is the landscape contract, which is our most 
expensive contract by far and the one that has the most at-
tention of the board and the management company. I have 
established a contract working group chaired by Bob Howell 
that is working on the Request for Proposals, summary of 
work and landscape specifications as part of the overall con-
tract process. Stay tuned as there will be more developments 
in the coming weeks on this entire process.

                
                                  Lawsuit Update
 I would like to inform you again, in case you do not know, 

that a lawsuit was filed against the association, HOAMCO, Reg 
Rider (past High Desert Board President), and myself by a home-
owner, case no. D-202-CV-2023-08430. The Board, with the ap-
proval of our insurance carrier, has selected Samantha Adams of 
the “Adams+Crow” law firm in Albuquerque, to represent the as-
sociation in this litigation.

If any homeowner would like to receive a copy of the complaint, 
you may email Brandy at highdesertmanager@hoamco.com for an 
electronic copy of the amended complaint.
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Out with the old, 
And in with the new; 
Happy New Year High Desert!

We left off in our November 2023 article 
with a number of projects in progress. Two 
large long-term projects have made a good 
deal of progress over December and January. 

            Removal of 140 Dead Trees Recommended
Legacy Tree Company has completed its evaluation of the pi-

ñon trees. It has recommended the removal of 140 dead or dying 
trees from the common areas. Legacy has determined that lack of 
water and long-term drought stress is a major contributing factor 
to the piñon trees’ decline, with drought stress exposing the trees 
to disease and pest infestations.

                                Irrigation Review
Legacy Tree is in the process of completing its irrigation review 

and will have its final report to the association by mid-February. 
Once the assessments have been completed, Legacy Trees will be-
gin to address its recommendations for replacing the tree popula-
tions with greater biodiversity and climate-ready trees.

                   Stucco Wall Assessment Complete
Pland Collaborative has completed its assessments of the wall, 

gates, fences and monument signs throughout High Desert and has 
shared its draft report with the management team and Bill Peder-
son, Board Vice-President. At this time the draft is under review, 
but the initial data shows that a good deal of repairs are needed on 
the walls and fences throughout High Desert. Once this report is fi-
nalized, it will be used to develop the Fiscal Year 2024/2025 budget 

Manager’s Message By Brandy Hetherington,
Community Association Manager

for wall repairs in the community and in gated villages. 

          Outside Lights That Interfere With Dark Skies
Outside of general updates of on-going projects, I wanted to 

touch on a compliance matter that we are hearing about more often 
in High Desert. 

There have been several recent communications to the manage-
ment office about lighting or security lights being used by residents 
in the community that do not conform to the requirements listed in 
either the Builder Guidelines for Sustainability or the Estate and 
Premiere Guidelines for Sustainability. 

The overarching goal of these guidelines, with regard to exterior 
lighting, is to preserve views of the night sky. Lighting might also 
be negatively impacting your neighbors. The night skies are so 
important in New Mexico that legislation exists at the state and 
county and municipal levels to protect it (www.darkskynm.org).

Exterior lighting in High Desert should serve three purposes, to 
provide safety, security, and illumination of outdoor living spaces. 
However, it is important to know that there are limitations to the 
types, styles, colors, and installation of the lighting that may be 
used on the exterior of the home or in your outdoor living space. 
For instance, safety lighting should be limited to installations be-
low 18 inches in height and should have covers or canopies to 
direct the light downward to the ground. Security lighting may be 
controlled by motion sensors and should not be used as general 
nighttime lighting or as a deterrent in the evening hours because 
it negatively impacts the night sky. Security lighting may not ex-
ceed 1200 lumens at a color temperature between 2700 and 3000 
Kelvin. The guidelines provide further information about light 
temperatures and designs that every owner should be aware of. 
Owners can access this information on the High Desert website at 
highdesertliving.net by searching under the Documents & Forms 
tab for Official Documents. If you are thinking of adding or chang-
ing your exterior lighting, please be sure to submit a Modification 
Request form and review the Guidelines for Sustainability as well as any 
applicable village documents, which can also be found on the website.

                           A Few General Reminders
If you’re planning to make changes to the exterior of your home 

or yard, be sure you submit a Modification Request. Visit the High 
Desert website at highdesertliving.net to review information like 
“Modification Dos and Don’ts” and to fill out an online (or print-
able) modification request form. 

Also, please remember to review any supplemental documents 
for your individual village and the Builder or Estate and Premier 
Sustainability Guidelines. 

Requests must be submitted before the first Friday of each month 
to be considered in that month. Please remember that the com-
mittee has up to 45 days to review requests, unless the request is 
considered eligible to be fast-tracked. If you have questions about 
submitting a request, please reach out to the office. 

If you haven’t done so already, consider signing up for E-State-
ments and enjoy the convenience of not having to check your mail 
for that quarterly assessment invoice. See your most recent as-
sessment invoice for your special email address to sign-up. If you 
need any assistance signing up, please reach out to the High Desert 
HOAMCO office at 505-314-5862. 

 Brandy 
Hetherington, 

If you’re not getting the monthly High Desert Bulletin in 
your email, then you’re missing important announcements 

and other communications from the High Desert association. 
Contact us at communicationscommittee@hoamco.com and 

we’ll help you figure out the problem. 

Did You See the High Desert Bulletin 
This Month? 
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Albuquerque Police Dept. Crime Statistics for High Desert

These statistics come from Albuquerque Police Department’s reports for calls involving 
High Desert for all 2023 quarters.  

Board Director Camille Singaraju, Sunset Ridge, 
obtains these statistics from APD each month.
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12241 Academy Rd. NE • Suite 204 • 12241 Academy Rd. NE • Suite 204 • 
Albuquerque, NM 87111Albuquerque, NM 87111

• 505-938-4214 •• 505-938-4214 •
Book your appointment by calling or going online to: Book your appointment by calling or going online to: 
WWW.HIGHDESERTDERMATOLOGY.COM WWW.HIGHDESERTDERMATOLOGY.COM Book your Book your 

David Carey MD • Stephanie Gonzales PA-C • Emily Bryl PA-C • Jessica Hammond PA-C • Juanita Feuchter PA-CDavid Carey MD • Stephanie Gonzales PA-C • Emily Bryl PA-C • Jessica Hammond PA-C • Juanita Feuchter PA-C

DR. CAREY VOTED TOP DOC By ALBUQUERQUE THE MAGAZINE: 2010, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2018, 2023

 Dr. David Carey would like to introduce you to High Desert 
Dermatology’s newest providers— Jessica Hammond, PA-C 
and Juanita Feuchter, PA-C. We are very excited to bring two 
more providers to the team at High Desert Dermatology. Both 
new providers are currently in training under Dr. Carey, so you 
can expect the same level of compassionate and skilled care 
that we pride ourselves in here at High Desert Dermatology. 
Our new providers will enable us to shorten the wait time for 
new appointments, and allow us to increase the number of 
appointments that are available on Saturdays. 

We Are Accepting New Patients • Saturday Appointments Available 

• Medical Dermatology • Surgical Dermatology •
• Cosmetic Dermatology • Pediatric Dermatology • Laser Hair Removal •

Introducing Our New Providers!

Juanita Feuchter, 
PA-C

Jessica Hammond, 
PA-C

David Carey MD • Stephanie Gonzales PA-C • Emily Bryl PA-C
Jessica Hammond PA-C • Juanita Feuchter PA-C

WWW.HIGHDESERTDERMOTOLOGY.COMWWW.HIGHDESERTDERMOTOLOGY.COM

ALBUQUERQUE THE MAGAZINE
TOP DOC: 2010. 2013, 2014, 2015, 

2018, 2023



    High Desert    www.highdesertliving.net    7                                                          February 2024

Greetings, From Your “New” Neighbors
 For all residents, both long-time and new, we wel-

come you to High Desert. We’ve been here the longest, 
before there was a High Desert. We weren’t around 
much when you were becoming our new neighbors so 
you probably didn’t see us. Now, we’re back, safely 
“meeting” you while out and about in our shared won-
derful environment. 

   You’ve probably already seen some of us in your 
neighborhoods – we are the deer you’ve spotted in 
High Desert Park where we like to browse on grass 
and bark and keep an eye on all those pups having fun 
there. Your dogs are very curious about us, as we are 
about them (staring contests!), but we know when to 
leave before there’s trouble. You’ve also seen us some-
times in your yards.  We will generally run away or 
sometimes just amble when spotted. We’ve also been 
known to take a stroll down the streets in your neigh-
borhood, so always check when backing out of your 
driveways.

 Some of you may not know that we bears have come 
visiting you as well. We are sometimes as surprised to see you as 
you are to see us! Right now we’re still in hibernation until around 

late March and 
even after that 
time we’ll prob-
ably stay in 
the mountains 
where we have 
lots of spring 
eats. But, if we 
do show up in 
your yard, just 
give us room 
and know we’ll 
move on and 
away from you. 

It’s probably a 
good idea to let 
your neighbors 
and the authori-
ties know about 
us being nearby, 

but you are pretty safe from us if you just give us space. 
   You may not have seen some of us at all. We rac-

coons and foxes are nocturnal and may come “visiting” 
but other than maybe footprints you wouldn’t ever know 
we were there. We’re pretty opportunistic though, so it’s 
a good idea to keep your garbage cans closed tightly. If 
we can’t get into them, we’ll skedaddle and look for other 
food elsewhere. 

 Coyotes! We have somewhat of a bad reputation, we 
know, but because we’re also generally nocturnal you 
won’t easily spot us. However, you can sure hear us when 
we are successful on our nightly hunts. We are probably 
the most adaptable animal here in High Desert and so are 
probably the most numerous of your wild neighbors, hav-
ing learned to live even in cities. But here, we keep away from 

you humans as much as we can, happily looking for rabbits and 
other small creatures. It does mean, though, that your small pets 
need to be watched carefully as we are always hungry! 

   We smaller critters are your neighbors too – rabbits, squirrels, 
chipmunks and one neighbor you probably don’t want to meet: 
skunks! Fortunately we don’t run into you much as we’re busy 
foraging, but we’re here. Birds too, of all kinds, even two kinds of 
quail. Some of you put out seed and other foods for us which we 
appreciate, especially in winter. We’re the “quiet neighbors” who 
share our mutual home in peace.

  Just like the other animals who live with you here in High Des-
ert, all we want is to peacefully coexist with you. To do that, we ask 
that you do what we will do for you: give you space. 

 So, welcome all! We hope all of you and all of us can safely 
cohabit, respecting each other here in OUR High Desert.   

Sincerely,  Your “New” Neighbors 
                              Story by Ilene Hartfield-Starr, Chaco Ridge

Photo by John Ledwith, The Overlook

This fox took advantage of a pail of water 
outside Mark Soo Hoo’s house in Moun-
tain Highlands. Mark leaves water outside 
for the animals during dry months. Photo 
by Mark Soo Hoo.

    A coyote ventures across a High Desert backyard during the day. 
Photo by Mark Soo Hoo, Mountain Highlands

Story by Ilene Hartfield-Starr, 
Chaco Ridge

Go to www.highdesertliving.net to see an engaging video created by Bill 
Freer and Mary Martin, Desert Mountain, of more High Desert creatures 
filmed by Mark Soo Hoo, Mountain Highlands.  From the homepage, click 
the High Desert Living menu at the top, then click High Desert Wildlife 
and select“Mark’s Critters” to watch.
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High Desert Patrol Report

Alarm
Breaking/Entering
Car Accident
Disturbance
Garage Open
Gate Malfunction or Issue
Graffiti
Wildlife Issue
Streetlight Out
Landscape Leak or Issue
Neighbor Complaint
Noise Complaint
Misc.
Police Activity
Pool Incidents/Trespassers
Property Damage
Speeding
Suspicious Activity
Trespassing
Vacation Checks
Vandalism
Vehicle Breakdown
Vehicle Issue/Theft

Call Type: 

 1
 3
 0
 2
 5
 4
 0
 2
 0
 0
 1
 0
 2 
 0
 0
 0
 0 
17
 0
133
 0
 0 
 0

 2 
 5
 2
 3
 4
10
 0
 3
 2
 1
 0
 1
 5
 1
 0
 1
 0
15
 2
45
 0
 0
 0 

 Dec.Nov.

• In the event of an emergency, call APD at 911. Follow up immediately with a 
call to High Desert Security at 505-485-5658

 4
 2
 0
 6
 0
 6
 0
 4
 0
 0
 0
 0
10
 0
 3
 0
 2
14
 0
19
 0
 7
 1 

Jan.
By Reg Rider, Communications Committee Co-Chair
The High Desert neighborhood we live in has a unique his-

tory, unlike many developments across the United States. What 
we know as High Desert is comprised of about 1,000 acres in the 
foothills of the Sandias. It is one of the first master-planned sus-
tainable developments ever created, one constructed to live with 
the environment of New Mexico’s “High Desert.”

The development was once a part of the Elena Gallegos Land 
Grant. You will recognize the name because of the Elena Gallegos 
Picnic Area and Open Space to our north. The original Land Grant 
of 35,049 acres was created in 1693 for Diego Montoya. In 1712, 
the grant, stretching from the crest of the Sandia Mountains to 
the Rio Grande, was purchased by Elena Gallegos. High Desert is 
within a part of the Grant that includes the Albuquerque Academy 
and that was purchased by Albert Simms, founder of the Albuquer-
que Academy. Through a series of complex dealings between the 
U.S. Forest Service, the City of Albuquerque, and the Academy, 
the foothills portion of the Grant was divided into National Forest, 
Open Space, the park and what is now High Desert.

This is just the beginnings of examining our history and how 
High Desert is constructed. See future issues of the Apache Plume 
for more High Desert history.

Credit to Peter Strascina whose history of High Desert can be 
found on our HDROA website.

Looking Back At the Origins
Of High Desert’s Development
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By Steve Hartig, Treasurer

We have now completed half of our fis-
cal year through December 2023. Starting 
with our Master Operating Account, we 
are slightly above budget on our income at 
$723,000 with the main difference being 
slightly higher fees and penalties. From an 
expense point of view, we are well below our 

budget of $642,000 with actual spending at $588,000. The main 
reasons for this include:

• Professional fees are below budget due to reduced legal costs, 
security services and consulting.

• Landscaping is slightly below budget mainly due to seasonal 
effects as spending will pick up in the spring.

• Utilities, especially water, are well under budget partially due 
to upgrades made in our irrigation system to save water.

• Several costs such as our financial audit and the reserve study 
were budgeted earlier in the year and the actual costs will come 
later so we will catch up.

                                      Tree Project
Forecasting the rest of the year, we expect to end approximately 

on budget due to the deferred costs, pickup in landscape spending 
and the decision by the board to move ahead with a major project 
to cut down about 200 dead trees throughout our neighborhoods. 
This is definitely needed and will cost about $48,000. • See more Treasurer’s Reports on page 11 •

Treasurer’s Report Through December 2023

Steve Hartig

Year to date, we have had spending of about $120,000 from the 
Master Reserves Account for wall work by the Enclave and along 
Imperata and irrigation system upgrading, which is being paid for 
over time. The main added expense expected this year will be for 
the wall along the top part of Spain, which I am sure you have all 
seen being worked on. This will be about $60,000.

All of the gated villages are under budget for operating costs and 
we have not had any major spending on reserve items.

We have earned about $20,000 in interest from CD investments 
across the Master and gated villages.

Overall, I believe our finances are in a sound situation for the 
rest of the year.

Reserve Account Balances
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High Desert Treasurer’s ReportsHigh Desert Treasurer’s Reports
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(7526)

You have nothing to lose.

(505) 881-(PLAN)
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Desert Bylaws. Candidates for membership on the Board (Nomi-
nating Committee Charter): (a.) shall not have been removed as 
a Director by the Voting Members or the Board pursuant to Sec-

tion 3.5 of the Bylaws within the 
prior two years; (b.) shall not be 
more than 60 days delinquent in 
the payment of any assessment or 
other charge due the Association; 
(c.) shall not have any hearings or 
appeals pending before the Board, 
New Construction Committee, 
Modifications Committee or Cov-
enants Committee nor shall they 
have any legal action pending 
against the Association or any Of-
ficer thereof; (d.) must have lived 
in High Desert as a resident for at 
least six months prior to the date 
of the election. 

The Nominating Committee looks forward to receiving your 
Statement of Interest.

If you don’t feel you can meet the obligations for a Board Director 
position, please consider other volunteer opportunities on commit-
tees (such as the Nominating Committee), events, or as a Voting 
Member. 

Interested In Running 
For the Board of Directors?
From Page 1

Bird On a Wire

Mark Soo Hoo, Mountain Highlands, caught this 
fellow enjoying the moon from its wire perch off 

a roof in High Desert.
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High Desert Studio Tour Draws Dozens of Visitors
More than one hundred visitors attended the High Desert Stu-

dio Tour in early December as High Desert artists and craftsmen 
opened their studios and displayed their art to their neighbors. 

“We had a great tour with more visitors than ever,” said organiz-
er of the event Dagmar Beinenz-Byrd, Highlands homeowner and 
fiber artist. The tour was established in 2009 by Thea Berg who 
oversaw the annual event until it was halted prior to the pandemic. 
Dagmar revived the tour in 2022.

Artist and jewelry creator JJ Parsons displayed her art at Thea’s 
home in The Overlook. “It was interesting how many High Desert 
residents came in and introduced themselves and shared how they 
enjoyed getting out and meeting new neighbors,” she said.

Photographer and tour participant Allen Morrison was im-
pressed at the number of people that attended. “My wife and I 
were constantly on our feet talking with folks and sharing my art. 
As it was my first year participating in the tour, I wasn’t sure what 
to expect, so this certainly exceeded expectations,” he said.

This was the first year the Studio Tour had a dedicated website 
with artists’ details and maps. Allison Hunt, Desert Mountain and 
a full-time painter, volunteered to create the website. 

Any artists interested in participating in the 2024 Studio Tour, 
should contact Dagmar at dagmarbyrd@comcast.net.

Mary Martin, center, speaks with 
visitors to her home during the Studio 
Tour. Mary specializes in pastel and 
acrylic paintings and portraits. She 

lives in Desert Mountain.

High Desert Studio Tour visitors look at a paper 
sculpture by Bill Freer, Desert Mountain.

Photo above: 
Watercolorist Paula Heffner, left, dis-
played her work to a visitor during 

the Studio Tour.

Visitor Jan Lehmann-
Shaw, above, stopped 
by Dagmar’s studio 
to show her the shawl 
she knitted with yarn 
purchased there last 
year.

Thea Berg, far left, welcomed more than one hundred visitors to 
her home in The Overlook on the day of the Studio Tour.

Dagmar Beinenz-
Byrd, Highlands, 
organized the Studio 
Tour for the last 
two years. She is 
seen here on the left 
with visitor Susan 
Williams, who has 
attended the Studio 
Tour in High Des-
ert for many years. 
Susan says she loves 
the fingerless mitts 
made by Dagmar and 
purchases at least 
one pair every year.

Patrick Hickey, hus-
band of fabric artist 

Andrea Kilbury, enter-
tained visitors during 
the Tour. They live in 

The Legends.
Photo by Mark Soo Hoo

Photo by Mark Soo Hoo

Photo by Mark Soo Hoo
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By William Freer and Mary Martin, 
Desert Mountain Voting Members.

If you’re reading this, you already know that High Desert is a 
great place to live. After all, with 25 unique villages, each with its 
own personality, there’s a village that is just right for you. 

What you may not know is that Desert Mountain’s 180 homes 
make it the biggest village of all. But in a way it’s also the small-
est, because we are a community of neighbors. With houses nearer 
together than many other villages, the closeness actually helps us 
get to know each other in very neighborly ways. We pick up that 
package when you’re out of town, meet in the park while pushing 
the stroller, host an ice cream social in the driveway or outdoor 
movie night in the backyard.

We are a community of teachers, engineers, pilots, doctors, 
lawyers, artists, brokers of one kind or another, award-winning 
pie-bakers, even a stunt man. And lots of friends. We are moms 
and dads, singles and couples. We get up every morning and go to 
work or we’re retired from the daily routine and tend to our plants 
and yards. 

Some of us are volunteers and organizers, some are happy to let 
others lead. We’re healthy and hiking or maybe in need of a little 
neighborly care. Babies in strollers and strolling seniors, empty 
nesters and pet lovers share the same private park just inside our 
gate.

                        Community Pool and Spa
“Desert Mountaineers” are all different and yet somehow the 

same, having chosen a gated community that’s pretty quiet until 
you hear joyful laughter and splashing in the pool (we are the only 
village in High Desert to have a community pool and spa for our 
residents) or the happy sounds of a pickup game in the street. 

You can read on the bench by our Little Free Library or join in 
our July 4th and Halloween parades, where kids and some adults 
dress up then wind up at a well-attended block party.

Several of our 180 homes are smallish, some larger, some with a 
separate casita or even a second floor bedroom, and all by a single 
builder so the design of the various models is unified and appeal-
ing. Of course views of the mountain are breathtaking.

Four active Voting Members and four Alternates work together 
as a team to make our village a little better, a little safer and en-
sure that our property values keep going up. These resident volun-
teers are Lauren Artiglia, Terri (and Tony) Beach, Brian Bowen, 
Michelle Croteau, Bill Freer, Laura Horton, Mary Martin and Joe 
Vargo.

As we’ve enjoyed lots of new young families with children, we 
find them riding and playing in the streets because some homes 
have pretty small yards. As a result our residents voted “yes” and 
allowed a few speed bumps to slow the visiting UPS, Amazon or 
forgetful driver, keeping our kids a little safer. Almost everyone is 
happy about that.

We publish an occasional newsletter, keeping residents aware of 
important village information, reminders, tips and events. 

Of all the High Desert villages, we are happy and proud to make 
this one home. 

Desert Mountain is Largest Village in High Desert
Village Spotlight 

Enjoy the sun...
Get your windows done!

New Horizon
Window Cleaning

• Offers reliable, friendly and professional 
service

• Free estimates
• Owner-operated, 25+ years experience
• Satisfaction guaranteed

20 panes inside and out for $99.00!
Each additional pane at $4.00

Call Henrik Wils today

 505-366-8935
Fully licensed and insured
 See more at: 
 newhorizonwindowcleaning.com

Desert Mountain held a community-wide Halloween parade 
and block party for residents last fall with neighbors of all 

ages joining in.



    High Desert    www.highdesertliving.net    17                                                          February 2024

By Camille Singaraju, Landscape Committee 
Chair, Board Director

The 1,000 acres now known as High Desert 
were once a part of the vast Elena Gallegos 
Land Grant going back hundreds of years. 
High Desert Residential Owners Association 
(HDROA) manages a diverse landscape made 
up of over 70 acres of cultivated and main-
tained landscapes and 240 acres of open space. 
The open spaces are intended to preserve the 
resources, ecosystem, and natural beauty of the 
property. The Albuquerque Metropolitan Ar-
royo Flood Control District (AMAFCA), was 
an early High Desert partner that helped maintain water flows off 
the Sandia mountains and within the High Desert community. 

                           Landscape Master Plan
A Landscape Master Plan was developed in coordination with 

the Landscape Committee to (1) “Re-establish aesthetic continu-
ity among the High Desert common areas; (2) Establish well-co-
ordinated landscape design, construction, and maintenance princi-
ples, practices, and standards; (3) Provide guidance for increasing 
irrigation efficiencies and reducing water use over the life of the 
plan. ” 

In 2016, an evaluation of the High Desert landscape was made 

Call Henrik Wils today

by Dekker/Perich/Sabatini Ltd. which concluded that High Desert 
needed about 27 acres of landscape improvements. Its plan, with 
costs, is summarized in the table above.

Due to the high cost, these improvements were never imple-
mented. In fact, landscape costs were actually decreased starting in 
2017. The chart at the bottom of the page lists the total landscape 
costs paid (dark bar) and compares it with the inflation-adjusted 
costs in 2023 dollars (lighter bar).

The current Landscape Committee has evaluated High Desert 
using the Landscape Master Plan’s Prioritization Matrix and found 
that all zones need improvements. Also, there is a need for an eval-
uation of the aging irrigation lines infrastructure, replacement of 
the dead trees, and a landscape architect redesign with an emphasis 
on plants that will thrive in our changing climate conditions

The Landscape Committee is developing a landscape contract 
that consists of a three-year plan. Year One will maintain High 
Desert’s landscape zones, remove dead wood to mitigate fire, and 
obtain expert advice on improvements. Year Two would involve 
maintenance and implementing the irrigation improvements. It 
would also include managing plants to mitigate heat intensity and 
flying embers if a fire breaks out. Year Three would maintain the 
High Desert landscape with improved irrigation and implement 
affordable advice from experts. 

In the meantime, the Landscape Committee is working on col-
lecting native seeds and replanting them. It has developed part-
nerships with the City’s Garden Center in growing plants for the 
entrances and working with the Pollinators Society to increase pol-
linator plants.

High Desert’s Landscape Status Report, February 2024
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By Mark Soo Hoo, High Desert Crime Awareness Liaison
Hello! As I start my position as the new High Desert Crime 

Awareness Liaison, I thought I’d introduce myself. My wife 
Cindy and I have been High Desert property owners for over 20 
years and I have only recently become an active volunteer in our 
community over the past three years. I’m a Voting Member for 
our village of Mountain Highlands and serve on the Communi-
cations, Document Review, and Nominations Committees. Hav-
ing recently retired, my favorite pastimes include woodworking, 
smart home technology, e-biking and refurbishing exhibits at the 
National Museum of Nuclear Science and History.

So, back to the question, “Who you gonna call if there’s some-
thing strange in your neighborhood?” Our security contractor, 
Vet-Sec (505-485-5658), is probably who comes to mind. While 
these patrol officers are a big part of our community security, they 
are limited in their contractual scope of service. 

Their primary activity is to perform a continuous 24/7 roving 
patrol of all villages. They will respond to residential alarms by 
notifying city emergency personnel and observe and document the 
location of the alarm from their vehicle. 

A big part of their incident reporting is on suspicious vehicles or 
persons. Upon request, they will conduct vacation home checks. 
They will not do welfare checks of residents nor become involved 
in domestic disputes. 

Vet-Sec is also responsible for opening and closing the gates 
at the High Desert Park and the Emery Trailhead. Vet-Sec will 
call 242-COPS for police non-emergencies (suspicious vehicles 

or persons), 311 for non-police notifications (for 
example, animal welfare and wildlife), and 911 
for emergencies.

The other big part of our community’s secu-
rity rests with you and your awareness of some-
thing strange or out of the ordinary. So, since I have assumed this 
new role as Crime Awareness Liaison, there have been two recent 
home burglaries at the end of last year. These are in addition to 
eight other burglaries that have occurred in our community during 
the past year. 

Nationwide, New Mexico has the top prize for the greatest num-
ber of residential burglaries (700 per 100,000 residents). While our 
community is statistically well below this number, just be aware 
that nationally two burglaries occur every minute of the day. More 
than half of these break-ins are through the front or back doors and 
burglars spend an average of 10 minutes inside a home and some-
times as little as 90 seconds.

My role is to make you aware of what’s happening in our com-
munity and to interact with city resources that can be used to make 
our community more secure. I welcome your suggestions on how 
to make that happen, but also encourage you to be aware of any-
thing that doesn’t seem right and report it to Vet-Sec or 911 if the 
matter is urgent. Use your alarm when you’re not home, keep 
your car in your garage, if possible, and make sure doors and win-
dows are closed and locked when you’re not home. With the short 
amount of time that burglars spend inside a home, awareness and 
prevention is the best defense.

High Desert Aware: Who You Gonna Call?

505-298-7405

— Bill and Sherri McConnell, 
 Desert Sky 

WINDOW
FASHIONS

We Not Only 
Service 
High Desert...
We Also 
Live Here.

LLC
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Purified water and ice, BPA free Bottles, 
24-hour Water Teller, CBD.

Thank You for Shopping Local

Owner
MICHAEL LEYBA

Coolers, Crocks, Alkaline, Rainshower, TGI
M-F 10am-6pm Sat 10am-5pm

4710 Tramway Blvd NE C-3
Albuquerque, NM 87111

www.watertogo1509.com • STORE: (505) 298-7332 
• FAX:(505) 332-3288

Justin Rodriguez,
High Desert 

Compliance Officer

We have been seeing some confusion again about rules regard-
ing recreation vehicles. As a general rule, if you’re going to have a 
recreational vehicle parked on your lot and you don’t want to get a 
letter about it, please just give the office a call or send me an email 
to let us know.  

The Declaration of CC&Rs restricts the parking of recreational 
vehicles and the like to places other than a stored garage, but there 
is an exception to allow for a period for loading and unloading for 
up to 72 hours. If you live in a gated village, there may be further 
restrictions to consider. 

Happy New Year, everyone! I hope it’s 
started off well and peaceful. I would like to 
thank you for doing all the little things that 
add up to being a great neighbor. I see your 
efforts and they are greatly appreciated. 

 Inevitably, visible maintenance issues 
will arises for even the most diligent home-
owner. 

It may happen that you might receive a 
letter from  me highlighting a compliance 

issue that needs resolution. 
Receiving a letter from me does not mean you have failed in your 

duty or lapsed in your responsibilities by any means. It does not 
make you a bad neighbor and has no bearing upon your character! 

I send letters out frequently to gently remind homeowners of 
things they may not realize are rules, to respectfully ask them to 
address the issue, and to let them know I’m available to and will-
ing to help them see the issue resolved. 

With that in mind, I have revised my inspection schedule for 
High Desert. I am out riding around High Desert five days a week, 
every other week. This means I am available to come over and 
chat about any issues you may have noticed in common areas 
or otherwise that seem to have gone unnoticed or to walk you 
through what needs to be done in order to be compliant with High 
Desert regulations. 

All you need to do is send me an email at and I will be happy to 
schedule a visit. I can reached at JRRodriguez@HOAMCO.com or 
via phone at 505) 314-5862. Call me to discuss compliance anytime.

High Desert Community-Wide Compliance Inspections Extended 
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Specializing in the repair and replacement of flat 
and pitched roofs in Albuquerque and 

surrounding communities.
Call today for a free inspection and estimate

• 505-268-LEAK or 505-265-6152 •
Honest, Quality Work Since 1973

800 Rankin Rd, NE • www.territorialroofing.com
A+ Rating Better Business Bureau • NM Lic. 21426

On a chilly afternoon in November, the Trillium Village home-
owners invited some fire preparedness experts to speak at a monthly 
luncheon held under the arbor in the Trillium neighborhood park. 

Judy Pierson-Bonaparte, the Fire Preparedness Advisor to the 
Board, arranged for short presentations and a Q&A session. On 
hand to answer questions were Judy, Karina Hernandez, the Act-
ing Wildfire Lieutenant of the Albuquerque Fire Rescue unit, and 
Rachel Bean, our advisor from the Fire Adapted Communities in 
New Mexico, which had recently given our association a grant to 
demonstrate goat-scaping. 

Having had a recent home fire in their village, the presentation 
by Judy reviewed past fires in High Desert including the large fire 
in the Elena Gallegos arroyo. She noted the actions taken by the 
various fire units that collaborated on that fire and the subsequent 
damages to homes lining the arroyo. 

Rachel Bean focused on steps homeowners can take to prepare 
one’s home for the event of fire and Karina spoke about evacua-
tion versus trying to stay in one’s home to “do what you can.” Her 
bottom-line advice was to let the professionals protect your home 
while you take care of yourself, your pets and valuables first. 

A lively question and answer session followed the presentations. 
Sharon Littrell-Marsh, organizer of the event and a Voting Member 
from Trillium, reinforced the value of the refresher on fire safety 
we all need. Judy invites other villages to make requests for Fire 

Preparedness talks or “walk-abouts” to keep their knowledge of 
what to do to prevent fire in their home and village “top of mind.”

Trillium Village invited experts to present a fire preparedness talk to 
homeowners at the neighborhood park in November. Left to right: Ra-

chel Bean, advisor to High Desert for Fire Adapted Communities in NM, 
Judy Pierson-Bonaparte, homeowner and Fire Preparedness Advisor 

to the Board, and Karina Hernandez, Acting Wildfire Lieutenant of the 
Albuquerque Fire Rescue Unit.

Fire Preparedness Experts Meet With Trillium Homeowners
To Discuss Recent Fires, Preparedness and Evacuation
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PETE’S
LANDSCAPING & MATERIALS, LLC

SINCE 1980

822-9822NM Lic. 92952
GB98/MS-6GS8/GS-16
BONDED INSURED

www.peteslandscaping.com

 5200 Modesto Ave. NE

Monday-Friday: 8-5 p.m.
Saturday: 8-3 p.m.

• Veteran Owned •

Complete Supply of Landscaping Materials

Gated Village Committee Report: Gates, Snow Removal & Vegetation
By Dan Kropp, Gated Village Committee Chair

The Gated Villages Committee held its quar-
terly meeting on November 2, 2023, with 11 
members present. 

    Emergencies & Locked Gates
The Legends, with the help of Brandy Heth-

erington, Community Manager with HOAMCO, 
found there is no city code requiring gated vil-

lages to have an emergency exit if the gates fail to 
open during an emergency. 

Although the gates are supposed to “fail open” in the event of 
a power outage, a battery failure or broken part could keep them 
closed. The Legends worked with the office to install an emergen-
cy exit device to alleviate this. Other gated villages will decide if 
they want to do the same.

        Village Liability For Snow Removal on Sidewalks
Concern was voiced about village liability for the sidewalks 

during snow events, as they are the responsibility of each village. 
Each gated village will have to decide if they want to increase their 
sidewalk snow removal contracted through Yellowstone.

It was reported that the snow removal contracts have been up-
dated and are available on the website.

                               Vegetation Removal
Members said that there has been in increase in homeowners 

Dan Kropp

trimming vegetation that was blocking sidewalks. We encourage 
the compliance officer to continue his checks.

                                Vet-Sec Visibility
Likewise, it was noted that Vet-Sec was more visible and driving 

at a slower speed. Our thanks to the HOAMCO office and board 
members who followed through on this request.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 8, 2024 
at 7 p.m. All Gated Villages Committee members are invited to at-
tend. We meet via Zoom. I send invitations to the Voting Members 
and Alternates and any other resident of a gated village may attend 
as well. Simply email me at: Gveman@gmail.com and I will send 
a Zoom link.

Wilderness Compound, above, is one of eight gated villages in 
High Desert with locking vehicle gates. The gates can be made 
to default to the open mode in an emergency. Each gated village 
must decide if residents wish to install an emergency exit device 

to allow the default mode.

— Photo courtesy of Albuquerque Dream Homes
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By Bill Pederson, Vice President Board of Directors
I am sure most everyone has noticed the restuccoing of the Piñon 

Point wall along Spain. The wall had large patches of the stucco 
surface peeling off. When the contractor tried to restucco the wall 
the new stucco coating was not adhering.

The cause of this situation was that the original wall construc-
tion used a silicon-based product that has failed. 

To solve this issue the contractor had to attach chicken wire and 
expanded metal mesh to the wall surface to provide a stable sur-
face for the new stucco coating to adhere to. The contractor has 
also installed stucco stops at each of the expansion joints. 

The work was halted in December because of weather. It is an-
ticipated the work will resume in early February and will be com-
pleted by the end of February. Currently no other wall work is 
planned for the remainder of this fiscal year.

                                   Lesson Learned
The lesson learned here is that we most likely have other stucco 

walls in High Desert with the exact same problem. Walls in the 
Legends and the Enclave are displaying similar problems and I am 
confident there will be more. Future restuccoing efforts will have 
to consider this issue.

                             Evaluation Complete
Late last year we contracted with Pland Collaborative, a land-

scape architecture and planning firm based in Albuquerque, to con-
duct a comprehensive evaluation and inventory of the High Desert 
walls, gates, fences, view inserts and monuments. 

We have received Pland’s draft report and are reviewing it. It 
is an extensive 50-page document including descriptions and pic-
tures of the 
above-men-
tioned as-
sets. The re-
port includes 
interact ive 
maps and a 
spreadsheet. 
All the wall 
assets are 
segmented into 
m a n a g e a b l e 
sections based 
on physical at-
tributes. The linear footage and square foot measurements of each 
asset is listed by village. 

A five-point scale (with one being bad to five being good) is 
used to assess the severity of the asset degradation. The spread-
sheet allows for entry of maintenance actions such as the date per-
formed and by whom. 

Some important facts from the report are that we have about 
15.5 miles or 82,000 linear feet of wall assets, which translates into 
about 500,000 square feet of surface area. 

This report will allow us to prepare a compressive plan for wall 
asset maintenance and to budget for that activity. It also provides a 
means to manage and track wall asset maintenance.

High Desert Stucco Wall Repairs Update

This portion of the Piñon Point wall along 
Spain is currently undergoing repair using 

chicken wire and metal mesh after the previ-
ous stucco failed to adhere.
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Weeds, Weeds, Weeds By Margo Murdock
High Desert Resident 

Margo Murdock

The High Desert Gardener

Because of the December rains and Janu-
ary snows we can expect a bumper crop of 
weeds this spring. Weed seeds prefer moist 
soil, light, and bare ground or newly dis-
turbed soil. If you want to reduce the num-
ber of seeds germinating, then you need to 
reduce the light reaching the soil, reduce 
the moisture to the location, not disturb the 
soil, and remove bare spots. Note that in a 
location where weeds flourish if the vari-

ables aren’t changed, weeds will continue to grow there. 

                           How to Increase Weeds
Weeds love bare spots. Practices that encourage weeds include: 

raking your soil or gravel, using blowers to remove plant debris 
(or mulch), exposing new bare spots, cutting native grasses below 
three inches since this also opens up the bare spaces, having a 
low depth of gravel or other mulch (letting in light), and allowing 
water to sit in open areas or along sidewalks and curbs (maybe via 
turf overspray or missing drip emitters). Do these things and you’ll 
have a bumper crop of weeds before you know it.

                    What is the Purpose of Weeds?
Weeds are the pioneer plants appearing early in the natural suc-

cession of plant growth as an area moves from tiny lichen to a 
mature forest. Weeds’ primary function is to break up the soil so 
the next stage of plant growth can occur, which usually includes 
grasses and soft stemmed plants. As weeds grow, they provide 
shade and wind protection for the next stage of plants and even 
provide some organic matter as they die. Over time the next stage 
of plant growth will shade out the weeds and those original weeds 
will die out.

                      When Weeds Go “To Seed”
Weeds also typically generate huge amounts of seed each year 

(70,000 seeds from a single tumbleweed) and most of that seed is 
viable, meaning it will germinate. The period of viability may last 
for decades so they are very difficult to eradicate. In fact, the new 
practice is to “manage” and not “control” or “eradicate” weeds,” 
which makes sense because they do have an important function. 

Some weeds are annuals, meaning they go from seed to plant 
to seed in just one season. The game with annuals is to keep them 
from going “to seed” in the first place. If you let a large number of 
weeds go to seed, then over time they will form a bank of seed on 
your property that increases yearly. 

To make matters more difficult, seeds have coatings or other 
“slowing” mechanisms so they don’t all germinate in one year. 
If all the seeds of a plant were set to germinate in one year, then 
an unfavorable event could wipe out the plant – and weeds are 
survivors! 

Biennial weed plants take two years to develop and generate 
their seed. Perennial weeds last almost indefinitely, putting out 
seed every year, but also often spread by other non-seed mech-
anisms such as producing runners above or below ground, by 
bunching or air layering or producing nutlets (a small nut or seed). 
To manage perennial weeds, you need to keep them from going to 

seed and you need to physically remove the non-seed mechanisms 
to keep them from spreading.

      
          What Can You Do to Reduce the Weeds?
There are a number of ways to reduce your weed population. 

Mulch, an above ground layer like gravel or wood chips keeps 
light from reaching the soil and slows moisture from evaporating, 
which helps keep the plants you want and elbows out the ones 
you don’t. You can also use a pre-emergent (before the seedling 
emerges) herbicide, the most organic of which is corn gluten meal. 
Note that a pre-emergent herbicide doesn’t kill existing weeds, it 
just keeps any of those seeds from germinating. For that reason, 
don’t use a pre-emergent in a vegetable bed you intend to seed 
or in an area where you want to seed wildflowers. Newspaper or 
cardboard can also be used under bark and will decompose very 
slowly over time. Another way to reduce your population is to 
pull the weeds. This is done most easily right after a rain. Torch-
ing weeds can be dangerous and for any weed seeds that like to 
germinate after a fire, it encourages rather than discourages them.

                                      Vinegar!
Another less toxic approach to remove weeds is vinegar and has 

been shown with USDA research to prove effective. Researchers 
hand-sprayed weeds with various solutions of vinegar, uniformly 
coating the leaves. The researchers found that five and 10 percent 
concentrations killed the weeds during their first two weeks of 
life. A bottle of common household vinegar is about a five percent 
concentration. Older plants required higher concentrations of vin-
egar to kill them. At the higher concentrations, vinegar had an 85 
to 100 percent kill rate at all growth stages. And that includes both 
weeds and favored plants so be careful how and where you apply it.

                                   Solarization
If you have acres of weeds, you might want to consider solariza-

Cheat grass is a weed found throughout High Desert. It is a 
winter annual and germinates at low fall temperatures and 

propagates from seeds. The roots grow during winter and is eas-
ily identified by its drooping seed heads. By mid-June the plant 
is dry and yellow. Cheat grass is a prolific seed producer. Hand 
pulling or hoeing before seeds are produced (approximately one 
week after flowering) will reduce seed but may not completely 

eliminate the infestation.

(Continued on page 25)
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Weeds, Weeds, Weeds  –From Page 24

tion during summer. Water the 
area, cover it with clear plastic 
and then let the sun’s heat help 
germinate the seed. After germi-
nation the continued heat under 
the plastic dehydrates and kills 
the plants. The downside of 
solarization is that some deep-
seated weeds (like bindweed) 
are too deep for the process to 
kill all the roots and good soil mi-
croorganisms (the life in the soil) are killed as well.

                                  Fabric or Gravel
The use of weed block fabric or gravel is prevalent, but doesn’t 

always work the way you think. Weed block prevents the seeds 
under the fabric from germinating from lack of light, but any weed 
seeds above the fabric germinate easily. Gravel in particular acts 
as a seeding medium collecting fine dust or soil and then providing 
nooks and crannies for the weed seeds. Condensation off the rocks 
helps provide some moisture. My thoughts are that if you like lots 
of new plants you’ll spend serious time cutting holes in the fabric 
for them and then increasing the hole size as they grow. I only use 
weed block under my dry stream or under pathways for this reason 
– in places without added plants. Who needs the extra work?

                              Which Weed Is It?
The most important part of weed management is plant identifica-

tion. You need to know what the plant is, whether it’s an annual or 
perennial, and how it spreads. There are some really creative ways 
plants spread. Vetch creates little pillows that explode, throwing 
the seed away from the parent so they don’t compete for resourc-
es. Some weeds have seeds with wings that fly away. Some seeds 
catch on animal fur, clothing or shoes to be transported elsewhere. 

              Changing Weed Types in High Desert
Since we first moved to High Desert in 1999 I’ve noticed the 

weeds have changed over time. The early weeds (seen right af-
ter construction when the soil was disturbed) included primarily 
tumbleweed and kochia. Later, in time, hairy golden aster became 
invasive and London Rocket, a mustard, showed up in winter. The 
next weed/grass to appear included cheat grass, foxtail, and pur-
ple three awn. More recently I’ve seen weeds like spurge, black 
medic, silver nightshade, and purslane. Spurge and purslane are 
opportunistic weeds that appear in a wet area, so allowing the area 
to dry out should help reduce their number.

Other weeds I’ve seen in High Desert include bindweed (seen at 
the Academy entrance), pepper weed, barnyard grass, and horse-
weed. I’ve also seen thread grass and pink muhly in the arroyos.

              
                                    Online Photos
Color photos of a number of the weeds mentioned above can be 

found on the High Desert website in the presentation on weeds. 
If you are hand-pulling, learn to recognize weeds when they’re 
small. It’s less effort to get rid of them and sometimes the prickly 
parts (like those found in tumbleweed) haven’t developed yet.

Solarization uses plastic to heat 
the weed seeds and kill them. 
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• Crime Awareness Liaison: 
 Mark Soo Hoo: 1drpad@gmail.com or
 hdcrimeprevtn@googlegroups.com
• Welcome Committee: 
 Sharon Littrell-Marsh: sharonlittrell@hotmail.com
• Landscape CommitteeLandscape Committee: Camille Singaraju: : Camille Singaraju: 
    bsingaraju@msn.combsingaraju@msn.com

High Desert Committee & Project Contact Information 
If you have a question about High Desert, who should you ask? 

The answer to many questions is easily found on the High Desert 
website at www.highdesertliving.net. A calendar of events, all our 
governing documents, easy access to the request form for modifi-
cations, and a great deal more is found on the site. When it comes 
to High Desert, the website is the place to start. For other questions:

• Owners should contact HOAMCO at (505) 314-5862 for 
any inquiry about High Desert development, questions about the 
CC&Rs, or concerns with the operation of the association. See the 
following page for names and contact information

• See the names and telephone numbers on the opposite page for 
board members, patrols, website and newsletter information.

• High Desert residents can contact their elected Voting Mem-
bers for specific answers to questions concerning their villages. 
Village Voting Member contact information can be found online 
at: www.highdesertliving.net. At the top, click on “Villages” and 
choose the village from the dropdown menu. Residents can also 
call the office at 505-314-5862 to learn their village representative. 
High Desert Committee chairperson contacts are listed below.

• Voting Members Chairperson:
   Sharon Littrell-Marsh:    Sharon Littrell-Marsh: sharonlittrell@hotmail.comsharonlittrell@hotmail.com
• Gated Village Committee: Dan Kropp: GVEman@gmail.com 
• Tramway Cleanup Project:
  Michele Lesher: (505) 844-2854: mlesher222@comcast.net
• Fire Preparedness Committee
  Position open: Contact HOAMCO if interested.
• Communications Committee: 
  Reg Rider and Susan Camp:
  CommunicationsCommittee@HOAMCO.com
• Documents Review Committee
  Harrison Jones: hddocreview@googlegroups.com
• Natural Resources Committee
  Russ Rhoades, rrhoades10@comcast.net
• Nominating Committee
  Tammi Dorsey, tammidorsey@outlook.com

Are you leaving on vacation or business and would like 
High Desert security to keep an eye on the outside of your 
home? You can call the management office to arrange for 
patrol officers to keep a watch on your house.

Contact management at:
•  (505) 314-5862   
•  highdesertmanager@HOAMCO.com

High Desert Security Provides 
Vacation Watches for HD Homes 
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The Apache Plume is published quarterly by the High Desert Residential Owners Association. 
The Apache Plume is endorsed by the Board of Directors and is the official publication of the Association: © 2024

High Desert website: www.highdesertliving.net; Management Company: HOAMCO: (505) 888-4479 
Community Association Manager, Brandy Hetherington: highdesertmanager@HOAMCO.com: (505) 314-5862
The Apache Plume is edited by Editorial Enterprises, Rebecca Murphy: EEnews@outlook.com: (505) 377-7227
Communications Committee, Co-Chairs Susan Camp, Reg Rider: CommunicationsCommittee@HOAMCO.com

• Modifications Committee Meetings:
 All requests processed by email. Write HOAMCO at 

highdesertmanager@HOAMCO.com. For information on 
submissions, see HD website at www.highdesertliving.net.

 Submission deadlines: March 1, April 5, May 3.

• Board of Directors Meetings:
 Tuesdays. Feb. 20, March 19, April 16 at 5 p.m. 
 Zoom meeting
 (Note: Board meetings are now held monthly at 5 p.m.)

• Voting Members Annual Meeting: 
 Thursday, April 25, 6:30 p.m. Elections for Board.
 Zoom meeting. Obtain link on website

• Voting Members Quarterly Meeting: 
 Thursday, April 25, 7:30 p.m. (following Annual 

Meeting) Zoom meeting. Obtain link on website.

• Town Hall Meeting: 
 Thursday, February 15, 2024 at 6 p.m. 
 Zoom meeting. Obtain link on website.

President:

Vice President

Treasurer

Secretary:

Director:

Director:

Director:

The High Desert Apache Plume newsletter, including all publishing and postal delivery costs, 
is entirely paid for by advertising. Please support our advertisers! 

Note: For a complete list of all upcoming events and meetings, 
see the website calendar at: www.highdesertliving.net.

 Management:

Contact Board Members by emailing: 
highdesertboard@HOAMCO.com

4/2023-4/2025

4/2022-4/2024

4/2023-4/2025

4/2022-4/2024

4/2022-4/2024

4/2023-4/2025

4/2023-4/2025

Term:

The next issue of the Apache Plume will be mailed to all 
High Desert homeowners in mid-May 2024.

Contact Rebecca Murphy (505-377-7227) to place an ad. 
Or email her at eenews@outlook.com 

• HOAMCO:
 8700-A Education Pl. NW, Albuquerque, NM 87114
 PO Box 67590, Albuquerque, NM 87193-6590
  (505) 888-4479 Fax: (505) 888-4483
 For Accounting and Billing Questions:

  Website: www.HOAMCO.com
   Email: HOAMCO@HOAMCO.com

 
• High Desert Office (Northeast Heights):
 10555 Montgomery Boulevard NE
 Building 1, Suite 100 87111
 (505) 314-5862 Fax,: (928)-776-0050

 (Located on the north side of Montgomery, west of   
 Juan Tabo between Savoy and El Patron restaurants.)

  
 After-hours emergency maintenance phone contact: 
  Call (505) 221-0189 (an on-call staff member will   

 answer or return your call shortly.)

• Northeast Heights Office Hours:
  Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Management Staff:
• Community Manager: Brandy Hetherington, 
 (505) 314-5862 bhetherington@HOAMCO.com
   highdesertmanager@HOAMCO.com
• Assistant Manager: Erin Brizuela (505) 314-5862
   ebrizuela@HOAMCO.com
• Violations Coordinator: Justin Rodriguez, (505) 314-5862
   JRRodriguez@HOAMCO.com
  
• High Desert Security:
 Security Patrol: (505) 485-5658 
   
• High Desert Apache Plume Newsletter:
 Rebecca Murphy: Editor, (505) 377-7227; 
  EEnews@outlook.com 
 Newsletter Liaison: Susan Camp
  CommunicationsCommittee@HOAMCO.com

• High Desert Website: 
 Website Liaison: Bill Freer & Mary Martin: 
  hdwebcom21@gmail.com 

Board Directors
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You’ve got a beautiful place here.
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